
 

Progressive Revelation: Process of the Fall 

Introduction: In the previous study we discovered that the Bible works to bring to humanity 
the understanding of at least five fields of knowledge: 

1. Knowledge about ultimate reality (Theology Proper: God) 

2. Knowledge about Creation (General Revelation) 

3. Knowledge about humanity (Anthropology) 

4. Knowledge about angelic / spiritual hosts (Angelology / Demonology) 

5. Knowledge about the origins of sin (Hamartiology)    

In relation to our study in Genesis, all three areas emerge in the following texts: 

1. Genesis 1:1-2:3 (Theology Proper) 

2. Genesis 1:1-2:6 (Creation: General Revelation) 

3. Genesis 1:26-3:19 (Anthropology) 

4. Genesis 3:1-15 (Angelology / Demonology) 

5. Genesis 3:1-8 (Hamartiology) 

The study of the fall is of massive significance to the Christian’s understanding. For example, 
a part from the knowledge about original sin and its consequences, salvation would be a 
concept of no significance whatsoever to anyone. Therefore, we must understand the 
grandiose importance of the serpent’s conversation with Eve.  

Activity: Read Genesis 2:16-17 and Genesis 3:1.  

1. Note the differences between what God said to the man and what the serpent said to 
the woman. Write down your findings and share them with the rest of the fellowship 
group.  

_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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2. Read Genesis 3:2. Compare the differences between what the serpent said in 3:1 to 
what the woman said in 3:2. Note the differences and discuss them with the fellowship 
group. 

_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What does the woman’s response to the snake demonstrate about her understanding of 
the Garden of Eden in regards to personal liberty? How did the snake initially begin his 
conversation with Eve in regards to liberty / freedom in the Garden? 

_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Note the differences between the woman’s response to the snake in Genesis 3:2 and 
God’s instruction to man in Genesis 2:16. Is there a noticeable difference? If so, why is 
it significant? 

_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________  

Activity: Look up Proverbs 30:5-6 and read the verses. Keep a book mark on Proverbs 30:5-6 
and turn back to Genesis 3:3. Read Genesis 3:3 and note the differences between the 
woman’s words and God’s words in Genesis 2:17.  

_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

1. Turn back to Proverbs 30:5-6 and test the words of Eve to that of the words of God. 
Did Eve error in her understanding of God’s simple commandment / prohibition of 
eating from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil? If so, how did Eve error and 
what does Proverbs say in regards to the error? 

_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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2. What are the consequences of eating of the fruit from the tree of the Knowledge of 
Good and Evil? What are the consequences, according to Proverbs 30:6, of adding to 
the Word of God? 

_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Before Eve ever ate from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, did Eve believe 
a lie (error / false proposition)? If Eve believed a lie, what can we as the reader 
expect the outcome to be? How does our answer tie back into the approach of the 
serpent and his original question which began the conversation in the first place? 

_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Food for thought: How important is it that as Christians we have an accurate grasp on the 
Word of God right down to the very detail of every word? If Satan wanted to stumble a 
Christian, what do you think he will first be looking for in the Christian’s life? How did Eve end 
up adding to her understanding about God’s command by either inserting or removing words 
of significant importance? It is possible that Eve received a commentary on God’s Word from 
her husband Adam. It is also possible that Eve was left to her own devices or thoughts 
regarding how she interpreted God’s commandment. In either case, how will you protect 
yourself from corrupting God’s word in your own mind?                                    
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