
Dispensational Premillennialism (June 26) 
1. The Origins of Dispensationalism  

1. Premillennialism was largely absent from Christianity from about 300AD to 1800AD.  
2. Britain’s Revival in End-Times Interest 

1. Postmillennialism (optimistic view that the millennium will be established was a very 
prominent view from the 17th century forward, especially in Britain. However, the 
monuments and bloody French Revolution (1789-1799), caused many British 
Christians to rethink their eschatology along premillennial lines. 


2. The initial result was the beginning of popular “prophecy conferences,” in which 
Christians would gather to examine biblical prophecy in order to distinguish what 
had happened already and what would be fulfilled in the future. Soon, eschatology 
and Bible prophecy would become a point of great fascination for English (and later 
American) Christians, and the premillennial view would become very popular (and 
would be held by men like Andrew Bonar and Charles Spurgeon. 

1. However, this premillennial view was a mix of mostly historicism and some 

futurism! It was NOT dispensational premillennialism, but a precursor of sorts. 
Many of these newly premillennial Christians expected that ethnic Israel would 
be restored to its homeland. 


3. John Nelson Darby (1800-1882)  
1. Darby was born to wealthy Irish parents and had a high quality education as a 

lawyer; however, he turned that career down to enter into Christian ministry in 1822. 
He served in the Church of England as a priest until 1827, when he was injured in a 
horse riding accident. This incident was hugely transformative. 

1. First, it led to Darby’s salvation. Second, it confined him to his bed, where he 

began studying and meditating on Scripture like he had never before. 

2. Disenchanted with the formalism of the Church of England, Darby left and joined the 

Plymouth Brethren in 1831. Ultimately, Darby argued that the Church was to be pure 
and heavenly. 

1. The Plymouth Brethren were “opposed to denominationalism, one man ministry, 

and church formalism.”  They were separatists from the Church of England and 1

Ireland and sought to restore a New Testament view of the Church. 

3. During the Powerscourt Conferences (1831-1833), Darby articulated publicly his 

theological views: the events of Revelation have not yet begun, reading prophecy 
differently for Israel (literally) and the Church (symbolically), and the “secret 
rapture” (pretribulation rapture). 

1. These were distinctive and new approaches to these issues that Darby had 

developed and ended up popularizing. There was really a lot of writing that 
Darby produced, so there is too much of his theology to cover at once.

1. However, among other things, Darby’s dispensationalism taught that: 


1. History is divided up into dispensations: periods of time in which God 
tests man.  

2. God had two peoples: the earthly Israel and the heavenly Church.  
3. Israel and the Jews were still under law, and Gentiles were under grace. 

Each had to meet the conditions of law/grace to be saved.  
4. God’s plan was ultimately to deal with Israel, and the Church was merely 

a parenthesis in this dispensation that would end by being removed from 
the earth in a secret rapture so that God could continue His plan with 
Israel.  
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5. “Rightly dividing the word” meant determining if a passage literally 
referred to Israel or symbolically referred to the Church.  

4. Darby’s system never really caught on in Ireland/England, and his “secret rapture” 
caused splits and controversy in the Brethren movement, so Darby travelled to back 
and forth from Britain to America constantly. It would be in America that his 
theology would spread like wildfire. 

1. Darby came into contact with the famous evangelism Dwight L. Moody, who 

became largely convinced of Darby’s views and served to spread them across 
America. 


2. America likewise began having prophetic Bible conferences, and the theological 
era was very similar to Britain with the Second Great Awakening and various 
Restoration movements (JW’s, Adventists, Mormons, etc). 

1. One particular conference, the Niagra Bible Conference, eventually became 

a premillennial Bible conference (though not dispensational); however, 
ultimately dispensational theologians would dominate the conference and 
steer it in that direction. Again, there was much controversy again over the 
timing of the rapture. 

1. These conferences were run mainly by a Presbyterian pastor named 

James Brookes, who spread dispensationalism far and wide. Brookes 
mentored one particular individual who would serve as the greatest 
catalyst in America for the spread of dispensationalism. 


4. C.I. Scofield (1843-1921) 
1. That individual was C.I. Scofield. A drunk and a criminal who abandoned his 

children, Scofield was saved and became part of Brookes’s church. Scofield would 
go on to publish a “Reference Bible” (better known as the Scofield Bible) which 
contained study notes and references from a dispensational perspective in 1908 
(revised in 1917).  While Scofield did not accept much of Darby’s unique theology, 
he held fast to Darby’s eschatology and promulgated it through the Reference Bible. 
People ended up treating the footnotes as authoritative. 

1. Scofield believed that the Bible, when interpreted literally, was clear in its 

divisions and plans for Jews, Gentiles and the church. For example, he argued 
that the division of law and grace was so distinct “that Scripture never, in any 
dispensation, mingles these two principles.” 
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1. Scofield defined a dispensation as “a period of time during which man is 
tested in respect of obedience to some specific revelation of the will of 
God.”


2. Scofield developed Darby’s theology more and utilized seven dispensations :
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1. Innocence: (Gen 1:28–3:13), God required a simple test of Adam and 
Eve, warning them of the consequence of disobedience. 


2. Conscience (Gen 3:23–7:23) required that people do good and abstain 
from evil according to what their consciences dictated. 


3. Government (Gen 8:20–11:9) asked people to govern the world for God, 
as his stewards. 


4. Promise (Gen 12:1—Ex 19:8) was specifically Hebrew in intention and 
seemed to require the faith of Israel in God’s promises. 


5. Law (Ex 19:8—Mt 27:53) also applied to Israel, requiring her obedience 
to the laws given by God to the nation. During this time Gentiles 
continued to live under the dispensation of human government. 


 Daniel G. Reid et al., Dictionary of Christianity in America (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity 2

Press, 1990).

 Ibid.3

https://ref.ly/logosres/dca?hw=Scofield+Reference+Bible&off=329&ctx=nd+revised+in+1967.+~Scofield+believed+th


6. Grace (Mt 27:35; John 1:17) began with the death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, extends to all people and requires faith in Christ’s work of 
atonement. 


7. Kingdom: At the end of the present dispensation will come the 
pretribulation rapture of the church, the great tribulation and Christ’s 
return to establish the millennial kingdom, which is the seventh 
dispensation, the fullness of times (Eph 1:10; Dan 9:20–27; Rev 20, 21). 
God’s plans for Jews, Gentiles and the church will be brought to 
fulfillment.


3. Through the Reference Bible, the majority of conservative Christians in the 
United States would become premillennial dispensationalists, and the events 
of World War I and II would cause many to abandon postmillennialism (which 
was still somewhat popular in America during that time). Specifically, the way 
in which Americans understood and interpreted Revelation drastically 
changed and became majority dispensational premillennialism. 


4. Scofield would mentor a man named Lewis Sperry Chafer, who would start 
Dallas Theological Seminary, the main academic institution for 
dispensationalism. Decades later, a student of DTS would popularize 
dispensational premillennialism like never before. 


5. Hal Lindsey (1929-)  
1. Lindsey attended DTS and after hearing a message on Bible prophecy, wanted to 

go to DTS. Lindsey then worked for Campus Crusade in the 60’s and 70’s and was 
involved in the Jesus movement. During that era, there was great interest in the end 
times, and Lindsey wrote The Late Great Planet Earth to provide a simple treatment 
of the end times. His book would go on to be the second highest Christian book of 
all time, even surpassing Pilgrim’s Progress. 


2. Lindsey was a dispensationalist, but utilized historicism as well as futurism. The 
result was that Lindsey heavily emphasized developing technologies and current 
events to govern his interpretation of Revelation (such as Russia being Gog). 


6. LaHaye/Jenkins 
1. Though not claiming to be interpreting the Bible, Tim LaHaye and Jerry B. Jenkins 

did in the 90’s what Lindsey did in the 70’s. In their series Left Behind, they painted 
a “fictional” account of the end times, though clearly based on what they suspected 
it would be like. As a result, even more Americans began to read Revelation through 
“Left Behind” lenses, and even some non-Christians thought along the same lines. 


2. Basic Tenants of Dispensational Premillennialism 
1. Again, Dispensationalism is an entire system which essentially requires a certain 

eschatology. 

2. Literal reading of the text 

1. Common Sense Realism (scientific approach to the Bible) 

2. Lindsey primarily responsible for how many dispensationalists understand 

eschatology today (locusts=helicopters, falling stars= nuclear warheads, mark of the 
beast=microchip, etc). 


3. Division between Israel/Law and Church/Grace 
1. “Rightly dividing the text”

2. Maintaining the fulfillment of future earthly promises to ethnic Israel. 


4. Pretribulation Rapture 

1. Christ will rescue the Church Age believers from the earth just prior to the Seven 

Year Tribulation. 

5. Seven Dispensations (Classic dispensationalism)  

1. Dispensation: “a dispensation is a period of time during which man is tested in 
respect of obedience to some specific revelation of the will of God.” Scofield’s 
definition. 




1. Not progressively building, but separate and unrelated periods of time

2. Innocence, Conscience, Government, Promise, Law, Grace, Tribulation, Millennium  

6. Extreme Futurist approach to Prophecy 
7. The Doctrine of Imminence 

1. Because of the belief in a Pretribulation Rapture, Jesus could come at any moment. 
Hence, His coming is imminent and requires no biblical prophecy to occur before 
He comes to rapture the Church. 


3. End Times Timeline 
1. The Secret Rapture 

1. DP teaches that the Church will be mysteriously “raptured” by a secret coming of 
Christ (NOT the Second Coming) in which the living and the dead saints are caught 
up (or resurrected if dead) to be with Him (1 Thess 4:16-17; 1 Cor 15:51-52). 

1. Some DP believe that only Church Age believers will be raptured, and OT 

believers and tribulation saints will be resurrected at the Second Coming of 
Christ. 


2. We’ll look at the main arguments for this in 2 weeks. However, some of them 
are:  
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1. The word ekklesia (church) is not mentioned in Revelation 6-19

2. There’s no point to the rapture if it happens at the end of the Tribulation

3. Believers are never warned to prepare for a Great Tribulation like in 

Revelation 6-18, including the Thessalonians 

4. Christ promises believers that they will be where He is forever (John 14:1-3)

5. The Olivet Discourse describes different events from the Rapture 

6. Revelation 3:10 promises deliverance from the Great Tribulation 

7. God wouldn’t pour out His wrath on His Church 


2. Daniel’s 70th Week/Tribulation 
1. Daniels’ 70 Weeks (Daniel 9:24-27) 


1. Technically, “weeks” is “sevens;” in other words, the unit of time is not explicit. 
Could be seventy sets of seven days, months, years, etc. Given the about of 
time required for these prophecies to be fulfilled, years seems the best fit.  


2. DP interpret these “weeks” as periods of seven years, all of which refer to God’s 
work with ethnic Israel. 

1. This produces a period of 490 years. 


1. This period is divided up: 

1. 7 weeks (49 years): From the point of Artaxerxe’s decree to Nehemiah 

to the completion of Jerusalem’s rebuilding. 

2. 62 weeks (434 years): From Artaxerxes decree to the death of Christ 

is 483 (49+483) years. 

1. The time clock is stopped during the Church Age. However, there 

is still one week left. 

3. 1 week (7 years): 


1. This is Daniel’s 70th week, a period of 7 years during which the 
book of Revelation takes place. This final week only deals with 
Israel and the Antichrist, thus in Revelation, the Church is not in 
view. Israel and the Antichrist are the main players on earth. 


2. The Seals (Rev 6, beginning of the birth pangs; cf. Mt 24:8)  
1. A future Antichrist 

2. A future time of mass bloodshed 

3. A future time of famine

4. A future death from pestilence, famine, beasts 

5. A time of future martyrdom 
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6. A future set of cosmic events (likely halfway through Daniel’s 70th week). 

7. The 144000 sealed


1. Refers literally to a Jewish remnant numbering 144000 who will be saved 
during Daniel’s 70th week, and who will be protected from the coming 
trumpet judgements, though not from the coming wrath of the Antichrist. 
These 144000 Jews will spread the gospel throughout the world, resulting in 
the salvation of many who will be martyred (as seen in the Great Multitude, 
7:9-17). 


8. The 7th Trumpet: Preparation for Judgement

3. The Trumpets (Rev 8) 

1. DP generally attempts to interpret these literally, though more modern 
interpretation (Lindsey, Left Behind) tends to metaphorize (e.g. locusts are 
helicopters). 


4. The Two Witnesses (Rev 11) 
1. Chapter 11 describes what DP take to be a literal temple and introduces two 

witnesses who prophesy in Jerusalem for 1260 days (42 months= 3.5 years). DP 
generally puts this 3.5 years at the beginning of Daniel’s 70th week, since Daniel 
9, Matthew 24, 2 Thess 2:4 describe a time when the “abomination of 
desolation” will desolate and destroy a temple halfway through the “week.” 
Thus, it’s better to have the witnesses prophesying through the first half of 
Daniel’s 70th week. 


2. Generally thought to be either Enoch and Elijah (since they never died and all 
men must die once) or Moses and Elijah (given the corresponding miracles they 
perform). 


5. The Seventh Trumpet 
1. Note the language accompanying the 7th trumpet: DP views this as talking 

about the future rather than actually having happened. 

2. Also, DP distinguish the 7th trumpet from the “last trumpet” of 1 Cor 15:51-52


1. (Important to maintain the pre-trib position) 

6. The Woman and the Dragon (Rev 12)  

1. The Woman is national OT Israel, the child is Christ, the Dragon is Satan. Thus, 
12:17 refers to the wrath of the Dragon against the Jewish people during the 
Great Tribulation (specifically the 144000). 


7. The Great Tribulation 
1. 3.5 years into Daniels’ 70th Week  

2. The Beasts (Rev 13)  

1. The first beast is thought to be the Antichrist, while the second is thought to 
be a False Prophet (cf. Rev 19:20) that leads the world to worship the 
Antichrist. 

1. Notice that their activity lasts for 42 months (3.5 years). Lines up with 

Daniel 9:27

2. The Mark of the Beast


1. Mentioned in 13:16-18

2. DP interpret to be a literal “mark,” whether tattoo, microchip, etc. 

Something that sets the followers of the Beast apart. 

8. The Bowls (Rev 16)  

1. Again, these are interpreted literally and describe the final level of judgements 
poured out by God upon the world. These indicate that Daniel’s 70th week is 
coming to an end with the destruction of Babylon the Great. 

1. Babylon’s Fall (Rev 17-18)  

1. Refers to the literal restoration and rise of Babylon, the ancient city on 
the Euphrates. These chapters provide the background for the seventh 



bowl, as well as describing Babylon’s destruction. This sets the scene for 
Armageddon. 


9. Marriage Supper of the Lamb (Rev 19:6-10)  
1. Refers to the “marriage” of Christ and the Church (aka Church Age/Dispensation 

of Grace believers). Excludes Israel and tribulation saints. 

1. R.L. Thomas states “Various identifications of the wife of the Lamb in 19:7-8 

have included the redeemed of national Israel, the church, and Israel and the 
church. Portrayal of Israel as a faithfulness wife of the Lord in the OT is an 
obstacle to the first and third possibilities, as is the chronology of Israel’s 
resurrection. The redeemed of Israel will not rise until after the Seventieth 
Week of Daniel (Daniel 12:1-2), so they will not be part of the bride at the 
time depicted in Revelation 19:7-8, a time before the Second Advent.” 
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10. Jesus’s Second Coming (Rev 19:11-21) 
1. DP understands this passage in literal terms; Jesus will return bodily, ridding on 

a white horse. All the raptured Church (saints in white) will follow Him and 
together they will wage war on all the rebellious people of the earth at 
Armageddon (cf the 6th Trumpet). The beast and the false prophet are thrown 
for eternity into the lake of fire. Everyone else on earth dies. 


3. Satan is Bound (Rev 20:1-3)  
1. Before the Millennium begins, Satan is thrown into a pit for a thousand years. He is 

powerless during this time. 

4. Millennium (Rev 20:4-6) 

1. Refers to a literal, physical Kingdom administrated by Jesus Christ in Jerusalem. 
Due to OT prophecies, some DP believe that a resurrected David will reign with 
Christ in Jerusalem. It will be populated by the children of resurrected (but not yet 
glorified) tribulation saints and the Jewish remnant. 


2. R. L. Thomas captures the character of the Millennium well: “a kingdom that fulfills 
Jewish expectations based on Old Testament prophecy.”

1. AKA Genesis 12, 15, 17 (AC) 1 Chronicles 17:1-15 (DC) Isaiah 11, 65; Jeremiah 

32-33

2. DP believe that there will be a Millennial Temple (described in Ezekiel 40-48) 

where the sacrificial system will be resumed, and the Jewish people will be 
restored to supremacy and prominence as the apple of God’s eye. 


3. The First Resurrection 

1. Consists of those who were martyred and those who did not worship the 

Beast. Essentially, the remnant of Israel, tribulation saints, and OT believers 
are resurrected to reign with Christ and the glorified raptured saints. 


5. The Final Battle (Rev 20:7-10)  
1. At the end of the Millennium, Satan is released, gathers an army consisting of Gog 

and Magog (not the same as Ezekiel 38-39). Predictably, Satan loses. Everybody 
dies again. Satan is cast into the lake of fire with the Beast and the false prophet. 


6. Great White Throne Judgement (Rev 20:11-15) 
1. All unbelievers are judged by Christ. Death and Hades are thrown into the lake of 

fire along with all who are not written in the Book of Life. 

7. New Heavens and New Earth (Rev 21-22) 

1. After the end of the Great White Throne Judgement, the heavens and the earth are 
dissolved and recreated. The New Jerusalem is a literal city matching the 
dimensions described. 


2.
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4. Strengths of Dispensational Premillennialism 
1. Seeks to honor Scripture and revere God’s Word. 

2. A High View of God’s Justice and Wrath 

3. Attempts to come to a clear, logical, comprehensive understanding of Revelation 

4. Has a logical answer to the question of “Who populates the earth during the 

millennium?” 

5. Weaknesses of Dispensational Premillennialism  

1. Creates nonexistent dichotomies in Scripture 

1. E.g. God cannot work with Israel and the Church at the same time, thus He must 

remove the Church from the earth in order to resume working with Israel. 

2. Risks “overliteralizing” the text of Revelation while at the same time avoiding literal 

interpretations when there is a theological conflict. 

1. Babylon, the Seventh Trumpet


3. Views the Millennium as a time of returning to the Mosaic Sacrificial System and Temple 
Worship

1. Ezekiel 40-48 nowhere indicates that the temple being described is for the 

Millennium; in fact, Ezekiel 43:11 makes clear that such a temple had the potential 
to be built in Ezekiel’s day. Furthermore, to interpret OT prophecies as indicating a 
return to the Levitical priesthood is insulting to the book of Hebrews and the once 
for all sacrifice of Jesus Christ. 


4. Frequently mischaracterizes non-dispensationalists as teaching that the Church 
“replaces” Israel. 

1. Being fearful of “replacing” Israel results in dispensational premillennialists giving 

undue preference to Israel and subjecting the “Church” to second place. 

5. Contradictions with a strict linear and literal reading


1. Some parts of Revelation indicate that the book is not meant to be read in a 
straight, strict, literal line. 

1. E.g. 8:7 (the first Trumpet) describes the grass being burned up, but Revelation 

9:4 (the Fifth Trumpet) says that the locusts are not supposed to harm the "grass 
of the earth,” which is described as being burned up in 8:7. The point is, if a 
reader approaches Revelation with the assumption that it is literal, there are 
some things that don’t line up. 
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