
 

Knowing the Bible: What is the Bible? 

I. What is the Bible? 

To the eye of the natural man, the Bible is an ancient literary work. 

The Bible is formed from 66 written records referred to as books.  

1. Each book of the Bible bears its own name (i.e. Titus, Philemon, Hebrews) 

2. Each book is broken into chapters with verses to indicate where in the chapter 
someone might be reading. 

For example: The expression Genesis 1:1-3 is understood in the following way: 

• Genesis refers to the book of the Bible. 

• 1:1-3 refers to chapter one and the first verse in that chapter. 

Activity: Take a moment to look up Genesis 1:1-3 and read aloud what the verse says. Even if 
this exercise seems silly, remember that every word God has given to us is precious and 
powerful. God created the entire universe using the very words recorded in the book of 
Genesis. Therefore, let us never take lightly any exercise we perform. Every exercise makes 
us sharper at using our Bibles better. 

• Look up and read Genesis 1:1-3 

As any book, the Bible also includes a Table of Contents.  

1. The Bible’s Table of Contents is broken into two main divisions: 

       Old Testament                                                 New Testament 
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1. Genesis 
2. Exodus 
3. Leviticus 
4. Numbers 
5. Deuteronomy 
6. Joshua  
7. Judges  
8. Ruth 
9. 1 Samuel 
10. 2 Samuel 
11. 1 Kings 
12. 2 Kings 
13. 1 Chronicles 
14. 2 Chronicles 
15. Ezra 
16. Nehemiah 
17. Esther 

18. Job 
19. Psalms 
20. Proverbs 
21. Ecclesiastes 
22. Song of Solomon 
23. Isaiah 
24. Jeremiah 
25. Lamentations  
26. Ezekiel 
27. Daniel  
28. Hosea 
29. Joel 
30. Amos 
31. Obadiah 
32. Jonah 
33. Micah 
34. Nahum 

35. Habakkuk 
36. Zephaniah 
37. Haggai 
38. Zechariah 
39. Malachi 

1.Matthew 
2.Mark 
3. Luke  
4. John 
5.Acts  
6.Romans 
7. 1 Corinthians 
8. 2 Corinthians 
9.Galatians 
10.Ephesians 
11.Philippians 
12.Colossians 
13.1 Thessalonians 
14.2 Thessalonians 
15.1 Timothy 
16.2 Timothy 
17.Titus 
18.Philemon 
19.Hebrews 

20. James 
21. 1 Peter 
22. 2 Peter 
23. 1 John 
24. 2 John 
25. 3 John 
26. Jude 
27. Revelation 



Activity: Recite all 66 books of the Bible daily. Read the list as often as possible and become 
familiar with the order in which the books of the Bible are given. By reading the list of the 
books of the Bible at least once a day, a natural memorization of the books will occur. If 
needed, find a song to which the books of the Bible can be sung. Singing the books of the 
Bible will help facilitate memorization as well as ease of recollection. 

 Fellowship Group Leader:  

Take a few moments out of the time set aside for the meeting to say the books 
of the Bible through as a group at least once. 

3. As noted above, the two main divisions of the Bible consist of the following: 

▪ The Old Testament: comprised by 39 books (Genesis to Malachi) 

▪ The New Testament comprised of 27 books (Matthew to Revelation) 

To the eye of those who are born again by the Holy Spirit of God, the Bible is Divine 
Revelation. 

The Bible is first and foremost the written record of the hidden knowledge of God which He 
has revealed to humanity (Deuteronomy 29:29). 

By God’s choosing, the Old Testament was revealed to specific men who operated in the 
nation of Israel as a prophet, priest, king, or some kind of leadership role. 

Activity: Look through the Table of Contents and see if you can determine who the primary 
writer of the book may have been or was used by God to reveal His hidden wisdom to the 
nation of Israel. 

     

Examples of how God chose the men He worked through to communicate His divine revelation 
can be seen in the following ways:  

First Example: Exodus 3:1-10: 

Activity: Reference the Table of Contents and look up Exodus 3:1-10 and read it aloud. 

 Answer the Following Questions:   

1. What was Moses doing in the wilderness (3:1)? 
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Where did Moses wander about while working in the wilderness (3:1)? 
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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3. Who appeared to Moses (3:2)? 
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Who is the Angel of the Lord (3:2)? 
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

5. How did the Angel of the Lord appear to Moses (3:2)? 
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. How did Moses respond (3:3)? 
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

7. How did the Angel of the Lord respond to Moses (3:4-6)? 
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Did the Angel of the Lord have requirements for Moses as he came near (3:5)? 
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

9. From the immediate context, who is the Angel of the Lord (3:4-6)? 

Conclusion: The example from Exodus 1:1-6 demonstrates God chose to reveal His revelation 
to Moses. Therefore, God chose specific men through which He would communicate His 
revelation to the world. The continuation of God’s revelation being made known to men is 
called the progress of revelation.  

Second Example: God’s choosing of Joshua (Joshua 1:1-9). 

Activity: Reference the table of contents and look up Joshua 1:1-9 and read it aloud. 

 Answer the Following Questions:  

1.Who died (1:1)? 
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

2.What title did the Lord give to Moses (1:1)? 
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

3.What was Joshua’s title (1:1)? 
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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4.What did the Lord do to Joshua (1:1)? 
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

5.Did the progress of revelation pass from Moses to Joshua (1:2-9)? 
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

6.What did God give to Moses that He commanded Joshua to follow (1:7-8)? 
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Note: Moses was the author of the first five books of the Bible (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, 
Numbers, and Deuteronomy). The five books of the Bible Moses wrote are referred to as the 
Law or the Pentateuch. The Law is the first subdivision of the Old Testament and is the basis 
for the entire Bible. Jesus referred to the Law of Moses and the prophetic books as the entire 
body of Scripture that was revealed up to His day. The entire New Testament is built upon the 
foundation of the Law and the prophets. Therefore we should be able to find in the Old 
Testament instructions God has given in how the people of God could know whether or not 
someone spoke on behalf of God.  

Conclusion: God used men He had chosen to continue the progress of revelation after the 
death of Moses. 
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