
Progressive Revelation: The Process of Knowing 
Introduction: In the previous study we briefly listed the forms of knowledge mankind uses to 
understand God, ourselves, and creation. Furthermore, we lightly touched on an outside form 
of knowledge which is alien in nature and corrupted our ability to know. The alien knowledge 
which has invaded man’s whole being is deception. When deception is guiding the thoughts 
and actions of men, a predictable process unfolds. In this study an examination of the 
deceptive process will be the focal point. 

Activity: Turn to James 1:14-15 and Genesis 3:6(a) and answer the following questions. 

1. Use the verses from James 1:14-15 below and pick out the main verbs or verbal ideas 
in the verse (Note: in the most basic sense of the word: a verb is a word employed in a 
sentence to describe an action). 

“But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. Then desire 
when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death.” 

________ 

________ 

________ 

________ 

________ 

________ 

________ 

“When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, 
and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate;” 

2. From the portion of the verse above, pick out the main verbs in the verse for the 
purpose of identifying the process. Hint: There are only five main verbs in this verse. 

________ 

________ 

________ 

________ 

________ 
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3. James tells us about the process deceptive knowledge takes to birth sin in the heart 
and bring about death. Look at Genesis 3:6 and compare the verbs with what James 
says. Discuss your findings with your group. 

_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

A closer look at the sentence and its words:  

Genesis 3:6(a) 

1. Notice how fast the action words are coming in the sentence.  

The word “and” joins together clauses that are not related to one another so 
that they become a part of the main idea being developed as a whole within 
the sentence. Like a machine gun, there is a rapid fire succession of action 
taking place without much explanation.  

2. The word “saw” refers to one seeing for oneself and gaining experience in the 
process. Eve was lacking in real world experience regarding her interaction with the 
serpent and independently thinking on her own. 

• Make some notes on the ways in which Eve used the forms of knowledge to 
learn as she “saw.” 

____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ 

• List the items in the verse that Eve “saw” for herself and was disconnected 
from God. 

____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ 

3. The words “desirable” refers to things directly visible to the eye, material objects. 
The verb Refers to a desire that often has as its goal the acquirement of something or 
someone that is visible. The verb is not tied to the result of a well thought out system 
of logic. In other words, the verb is an action based solely on an emotional response. 

 Turn to Isaiah 1:29 and read aloud. The verse is structured in a parallelism. In other  
 words, what is said in the first part of the verse is further explained in the second part 
 of the verse.  
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4. What words are used in Isaiah 1:29 that are similar to the words used in Genesis 3:6? 

_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Isaiah uses the word “chosen” in a parallel form to that of desired. The word 
“desired” is the same verbal root at the word “desire” in Genesis 3:6. In essence, 
what do we learn from Isaiah 1:29? What will desire lead us to do? 

_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

6. The word “wise” is in reference to insight / success. Does Eve truly grasp what 
success or insight is all about? 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

This word is also from a similar root meaning to covet as understood in the commandment: 
“You shall not covet your neighbor's wife, and you shall not desire your neighbor's house, his 
field or his male servant or his female servant, his ox or his donkey or anything that belongs 
to your neighbor “(Deu 5:21). 

Application 

• In essence, what was Eve coveting? 
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

• According to James, when did Eve sin against God? 
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

• Did Eve know that her thoughts were opposed to God? 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

• What was required for Eve to know she was opposed to God? 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

• Why is it important that people know the Law of God? What about the Law of Christ? 
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

• Without the Law of Christ, would Christians know about their own sin or who to live before 
God and men? 

_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
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